
Cinemagraphs are still photographs in which a minor and repeated movement occurs, forming 

Burg and Jamie Beck, who used the technique to animate their fashion and news photographs 
beginning in early 2011.

Example websites: 
 http://cinemagraphs.com/  
 http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/cinemagraph/

Assignment: To create your own cinemagraph. You may work in groups up to 3.
Step 1: Conceptualize an idea where you can have a still image with one thing moving on a repeat like 
someone blowing bubbles, moving their eyes or head, etc. (see examples) 

Step 2: Compose your shot - Collect your props, decide on your background, choose your shooting 
angle, compose your lighting, set up your subject.

Step 3: Take your video. You may want to shoot your video 3-4 times to ensure you capture exactly 
what you want and how you want it.

Step 4: Take the SD card and import all your data to your computer.

Step 5: Review your video (you can do this in quicktime).

Step 6: Select the video you want to use.

Step 7: 

Step 8: Your timeline should open with the video (it’s at the bottom of your screen - you want video 
this time). Try and pair down your video to 2-3 seconds. Make sure to click repeat forever.

Step 9:
image and make a duplicate of that (put the timeline on that moment and press: command+A, then 
command+C, then command+v and a new layer appears in your timeline with just that still image.

Step 10: Add a layer mask that reveals all, then, using your brush, a soft edge, and black to hide, hide 
the portion of the image that you want to show the video through. You may need to adjust and look at 
your timeline in motion to get everything in this step in sync.



Step 11: Add an adjustment layer for levels (and others if needed) if you need, to adjust the lighting 
and give your image a dramatic look. You can even color correct similar to the tutorial you just 

Step 12: Save your image, then save for web. Choose gif and make sure it is set to repeat forever.

Step 13:
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